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Educational Congress 

There are many indications in the reli- 
gious world of the getting-together spirit 
among the denominational and other reli- 
gious bodies. A notable meeting has just 
closed, an Educational Congress held in 
Chicago January 13-16. The congress com- 
bined the fourth annual session of the 
Council of Church Boards of Education, the 
eighth annual session of the Conference 
of Church Workers in State Universities, 
and the first annual session of the Asso- 
ciation of American College Presidents, 
thus bringing together executives of 
the denominations, the active religious 
workers in state universities, and the 
executive heads of the higher institutions 
of learning. 

Many topics important to these bodies 
individually and jointly were discussed. 
One of the most interesting reports was 
that of Dr. J. W. Cochran, secretary of the 
Presbyterian Board of Education, on the 
"Findings of the Committee on the Read- 
ing and Study of the Bible in Public Schools 
and Colleges." The discussion upon this 
report brought into notice the growing 
interest of both secular and religious edu- 
cators in the giving of credit by high schools 
and normal schools for the study of the 
Bible done outside of the school. The 
combined discussion resulted in resolutions 
to present to the various boards of the 
denominations represented: recommenda- 
tions favoring legislation which would safe- 
guard the right to read the Bible in the 
public schools; the encouragement of the 
credit system above mentioned; and the 
stimulation of Sunday schools to train 
teachers, so that the church may properly 
perform its function in conducting courses 
of Bible-study for credit. 

It is difficult to see in the present condi- 
tion of our public-school system just how 
much will be accomplished by emphasis 



upon the formal reading of the Bible in the 
public school. The plan which is being 
adopted in several states, of giving academic 
credit for actual academic study of the 
Bible outside of school hours, seems to be 
far more promising of educational and 
religious results. 

Another important paper was that of 
Rev. F. W. Padelford, secretary of the 
Northern Baptist Board of Education, on 
the "Findings of the Committee on Reli- 
gious Work in Denominational and Inde- 
pendent Institutions." 

The report which, perhaps, aroused the 
most interest was that of Dr. Thomas 
Nicholson, secretary of the Board of Edu- 
cation of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
giving a "Constructive Program of Edu- 
cation for the Christian Church," the dis- 
cussion being participated in by President 
Harker, of the Illinois Women's College; 
Dr. James E. Clarke, associate secretary 
of the Presbyterian College Board; and 
Dr. Joseph Cochran. This report em- 
bodied a very able and sane presentation 
of an educational campaign on behalf of the 
higher institutions related to various de- 
nominations. It was sympathetically re- 
ceived and will doubtless bring important 
results in the immediately ensuing years. 
This is another indication of the "awaken- 
ing" of the church. 

The discussions of the last day were 
formally participated in by Dr. P. P. 
Claxton, United States commissioner of 
education, and sixteen college presidents, 
and informally by many others. 

The importance of this meeting lies not 
so much in the separate discussions as in 
the evidence which it gives of the desire of 
educational forces to incorporate in their 
work the religious element, and of the reli- 
gious bodies to secure the co-operation and 
assistance of the educational institutions 
and their leaders. 
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Religious Education Association 

The preliminary program of the twelfth 
general convention of the Religious Edu- 
cation Association meeting in Buffalo, 
New York, March 3-7, has been issued. 
It presents many important names, among 
them Dr. Walter Rauschenbusch, Bishop 
C. D. Williams, Rev. Charles Stelzle, 
Graham Taylor, President George B. 
Stewart, President Charles F. Thwing, 
Commissioner of Education Claxton, and 
many other leading men in the religious 
and educational world. The general sub- 



ject to be considered throughout the con- 
vention is the "Rights of the Child." 
The council meeting with which the con- 
vention usually opens will discuss "The 
Training and Supply of Professional Workers 
in Religious Education." Meetings will be 
held for the departments of Universities and 
Colleges, Theological Seminaries, Churches 
and Pastors, Sunday Schools, Public Edu- 
cation, The Home, Lay Training Schools, 
Social Service, and Christian Associations. 
An important exhibit will as usual form 
a part of the work of the convention. 



